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Foster Hall - Grapic Panel (Section B)
THE FIRST MIKE THE TIGER

Other mascots were proposed during the first 40 years of LSU’s 
football team, but the tiger mascot stuck.  From 1896 to 1924, 
students made papier-mâché tigers that they took to football 
games; however, these man-made mascots were quickly destroyed 
by opposing fans.

In 1924, a former LSU student donated a small South American cat 
to the university to be its live mascot, but after an unsuccessful 
football season, the cat was sent away.  By the 1930s, the student 
alumni wanted a live mascot, a real symbol of the team’s spirit.  In 
1934, several members of LSU’s Athletic Department began to raise 
money to purchase a Bengal tiger by collecting 25 cents from each 
student.  They raised $750 and a 200-pound, 1-year-old tiger was 
purchased from the Little Rock Zoo.  The man most responsible for 
making this happen was LSU’s trainer Chellis “Mike” Chambers, 
and the young tiger was renamed Mike in his honor.  This was Mike 
I, the first live tiger mascot of LSU.  

Mike I arrived on LSU’s campus on Oct. 21, 1936, to an amazing 
show of LSU’s school spirit.  The Cadet Corps, together with the 
student body, closed the university down by barring all access to 
the campus, forcing LSU’s President James M. Smith to declare 
Oct. 21 a university holiday.  Three days later, Mike I traveled to 
Shreveport to take part in the half-time show between LSU and 
Arkansas.  From that game on, Mike traveled with the football team 
regularly. 

Mike was at first housed at the City Park Zoo, a small facility north 
of LSU’s campus.  In 1937, he was moved into a tiger house and 
outdoor cage next to the football stadium, where he lived until 
1956.  From the beginning, the Athletic Department was responsible 
for Mike’s day-to-day care, and students were hired from the 
swimming team and fraternities.  Mike I was sometimes transported 
by train, but he usually traveled in a trailer donated by the Louisiana 
Highway Department.  During his life as the mascot, Mike I traveled 
to all of the schools in the Southeastern Conference.  He died from 
kidney disease on June 29, 1956, at the age of 20 years and eight 
months.

Image Caption 1:
This papier-mâché tiger was made for 
the Arkansas-LSU football game in 
1920.  Photo courtesy of Clarence A. 
Ives, Jr. 

Image Caption 2:
Chellis “Mike” Chambers visits Mike I 
at his first home at the Baton Rouge 
City Park Zoo.  Photo courtesy of 
“Pop” Strange.    

Image Caption 3:
LSU students barred all entrances 
to the university on Oct. 21, 1936, 
forcing LSU’s president to declare 
Mike I’s arrival a university holiday.  
Photo courtesy of Gumbo, 1937. 

Image Caption 4:
Mike I’s new home on LSU’s campus 
in 1937.  
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Foster Hall - Rail Graphic (Section F.1)
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Foster Hall - Rail Graphic (Section F.3)
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Foster Hall - Rail Graphic (Section G)

A WORLDWIDE DECREASE IN TIGER NUMBERS IN THE WILD

The first image that the visitor will see will be this map with only 
the pale yellow/green colored portions of the map showing.  The 
key will show only “Tigers’ historic range” on the map.

The second image that the visitor will see when they slide the panel 
will be the same map but with only the dark green portions of the map 
showing.  The key will show only “Tigers’ present range” on the map.




